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ILO-Net

• Industrial Liaison Officers at the NWO-institutes to 
share experience and best practices in the relation with 
industry

• Inform Dutch high-tech industry about forthcoming 
tenders and support them in the tender process

• Organize the events where science and industry can 
meet

• Advise the Dutch authorities on innovation policy with 
respect to Big Science

Important goal is to raise industrial return
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Since then, to push frontiers in science;

• Extremely complex technology has to be 
developed

• Projects become increasingly more expensive
• Collaborations are getting larger, more 

interdisciplinary and more international
• The time between conception and realization 

of experiments is increasing



A few observations
• From the science perspective;

 There is less room for curiosity driven research and low TRL 
technology development

 Getting funding support is increasingly dependent on the ability to 
create large, multidisciplinary and international collaborations,

 It is increasingly difficult to incorporate industry, especially SME
 National authorities have limited scope in policy (strategy)

• From the industrial perspective;
 Pre-qualification to enter Big Science projects (tendering) is getting 

cumbersome
 Growing tension between the “business case” and long term strategic 

investment
 National authorities have limited scope in policy (strategy)
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